
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Administrators Message 

Happy New Year!  Our students have come a long 

way since August 2021. They have become familiar 

with routines, are able to independently follow 1-5 

directions depending on the grade, have learned 

names of some classmates, and adjusted to being in 

a school environment with more people. Students 

are learning at their own developmental rates, 

identifying emotions and coping strategies for when 

they experience strong feelings, figuring out how to 

ask for help when they need it, navigating taking 

turns in work groups and at recess, and trying new 

things that might be unfamiliar or difficult.  

 

When you have a moment, you may want to share 

stories about your own life or from when your 

children were younger to show how we all learn new 

skills, gain knowledge, make mistakes, try again, 

and get better with practice at tasks that were once 

hard.  It is good for our students to know we all 

learn throughout our lives. We look forward to a 

year of continued growth and learning! 

Sincerely, Principal Mery Faial 

Assistant Principal Dylan Bissonnette 

Special Education Director Catherine Zinni 

 

Important Dates 
January 3           Return to school, arrival 8:45-9 

January 5  School Committee meeting 7pm 

January 10-14 School Spirit Week  

January 12 Early Dismissal, dismissal 11:45-12 

January 12 6:00pm PTO in cafeteria or Zoom link 

January 17 No School, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 18 School Council 4-5pm 

January 19 School Committee Budget meeting 7pm 

 

News from West Villages Health Office 

Karen Pulit, R.N.  
 

If your child tested COVID-19 positive during 

vacation, please complete this Google form.                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                              
COVID-19 Positive Case Report Form 

                                                                                                             

Se você estiver relatando um CASO DE COVID-19 

POSITIVO de um aluno das Escolas Públicas de 

Barnstable, preencha o seguinte formulário: 
Formulário de relatório de caso positivo 
COVID-19  

 
 Si está reportando un CASO POSITIVO DE 

COVID-19 de un estudiante de las Escuelas 

Públicas de Barnstable, complete el siguiente 

formulario: Formulario para informar caso 

positivo de COVID-19 

  

We are now in cold and flu season so we can expect 

to see more sickness of all types. We ask caregivers 

to please continue to monitor your children and keep 

them home if they are experiencing a fever or a 

combination of multiple symptoms including 

coughing, runny nose, sore throat, headache, and 

nausea. Also, we continue to follow the Test and 

Stay COVID-19 protocols. If you do keep your child 

home due to sickness, please call or email the nurse 

at pulit_karen@mybps.us  or 508 420 1100. A 

reminder that the nurse spends a lot of time with 

students so you may be leaving a message which 

would be responded to later in the day. 

 

January 2022 is a great time to reflect on student growth! 
 

 West Villages Elementary School 

760 Osterville West Barnstable Road,          

Marstons Mills, MA            508 420 1100 

January 2022 
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PTO News 
The PTO would like to thank the Volunteers, Parents, 

and Teachers who made this year's Scholastic Book 

Fair a great success! Your enthusiasm and excitement 

surrounding this event will assist us in continuing to be 

able to provide books and materials for events like our 

upcoming Read-a-Thon! Plus, we will be able to 

continue to purchase the Scholastic materials you see 

come home from class throughout the year! 

Additionally, your generosity toward our coat and 

diaper donation drives supported local families in need 

of these basic supplies.  Thanks for all you do! 

To chase away the dreary winter weather, we are 

promoting a West Villages Spirit Week January 10-14. 

We hope your child will join the fun! 

 Monday 1/10- mix match clothes 

 Tuesday 1/11- future career outfit, character outfit, or wear  

                          bright clothes to brighten the world 

 Wednesday 1/12- Westie spirit clothes or shades of blue 

 Thursday 1/13- crazy hair or wear a hat (crazy or plain) 

 Friday 1/14- pajamas (no slippers please) or stuffed animal  

 

We’ll see you at our next meeting on Wednesday, 

January 12 at 6:00 PM in the school cafeteria. A zoom 

link will be shared the day of the meeting for those 

wishing to participate but are unable to meet in person. 

Look for it on our Facebook page, through our 

directory email list, and Schoolcnxt system. 

 

Recess Reminders 

We continue to hold recess outside unless it is frigid 

or raining/snowing.  Inside it can be warm so dress 

your child in layers. If a child comes with a coat, we 

have them wear it outside. Both the field and 

playground have been muddy due to so much rainy 

weather. If it rains in the morning, we use the 

pavement areas to play so our students still can go 

outside. Please be sure to label your child’s coat and 

sweatshirt so we can return them if they get left 

behind. We will be moving the lost and found table 

to the cafeteria for the PTO meeting in case you want 

to look to see if you find a missing item. 

 

Westie Starfish Behavior Expectations 

 
Our School Resource Officer visited classrooms on 

Dec. 22 to remind students to think about what they 

are going to do and decide if it is a safe or unsafe 

action, as well as reviewed what is respectful, 

responsible, and safe behavior at school and on 

vacation. We also appreciate your support at home to 

reinforce positive behavior at school and on the bus. 

We know our students are in the process of figuring 

out social and behavioral rules, both those stated and 

implied. Sometimes our students are impulsive, only 

think from their own perspective or personal 

experiences, respond in the moment when they have 

intense emotions, or go along with someone because 

they are learning about qualities of a good friend and 

what is unsafe or rude (of themselves and others).  

At school we have protocols in place that we 

implement to address behavioral incidents during the 

school day and on the bus. Part of Massachusetts 

curriculum standards for public schools is learning 

about social awareness, self management,  

relationship building, and responsible decision 

making skills. Even when students are involved in 

unsafe behaviors, public school is different than 

private schools. Students are required to attend school 

so they do return after a suspension or a mental health 

hospitalization if they are in a public school. Private 

schools, and in your own home, can decide to not 

have a person return. We accept all our students.  

We offer school counselor services, Second Step 

social emotional curriculum in grades K-3, visual and 

verbal prompts to remind students of respectful/ 

responsible/ safe behaviors, modeling and role 

playing for practice to transfer to real life situations, 

check ins with counselors or familiar staff, Westie All 

Star positive praise, behavior intervention plans with 

reinforcement and specific descriptions of responses 

along with explicit teaching of appropriate behaviors, 

threat assessments with agency follow up as 

necessary, reflection through discussion and picture 

drawing, and communication with relevant 

caregivers of those involved in situations. Because 

school staff work with students while trying our best 

to maintain privacy and dignity of children, we are 

often not able to communicate about individual 

situations with the public.  


